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Our Ref: 10889-04-04 8th February 2021 

Your Ref:  

 

The Secretary, 

An Bord Pleanála, 

64 Marlborough Street, 
Dublin 1 

D01 V902 
 

Re: Proposed Development of Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 at Bellacorick, Co. Mayo. 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

On behalf of our client Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd., TOBIN Consulting Engineers hereby requests to enter 
into pre-application consultation with An Bord Pleanála to determine the Strategic Infrastructure 
Development (SID) status of the proposed wind farm development known as ‘Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 
3’. This request is made to the Board under Section 37B of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 
amended.  

The following sections set out the information required by the Board to facilitate such pre-application 
consultations: 

 

Agent Details (we request that all enquiries and correspondence be directed to the Agent): 

TOBIN Consulting Engineers, 

Fairgreen House, 

Fairgreen Road, 

Galway. 

H91 AXK8 

Contact person: Brian Gallagher 

E-mail: brian.gallagher@tobin.ie 

Phone: +353-91-565211 
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Prospective Applicant Details: 

Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd. 
Main Street, 
Newbridge, 
Co.Kildare 
W12 XR59 
Contact person: Michael Gill 

E-mail: michael.gill@bnm.ie 

Phone: +353-45-439000 

 

Site Location Details 

The proposed development will be located in the townlands of Laghtanvack, Croaghaun (also known as 
Croaghaun West), Moneynieran, Corvoderry, Shanvolahan, Dooleeg More and Shanvodinnaun, Co. Mayo. 
The development will be located on the eastern part of Oweninny Bog, which is located in North Mayo, 
approximately 12km west of Crossmolina and 15km east of Bangor Erris, and just north of the N59 National 
Primary Road. The overall area of Oweninny Bog is approximately 5,090 hectares, while the site study area 
of the proposed development is approximately 2,345 hectares. 

The closest settlement to the site is Bellacorick village which is located approximately 2km from the 
southwestern extents of the proposed development. To the east of the site a local road (L5292) runs 
northwards from the N59 to the townlands of Shanvolahan and Formoyle. 

Also located on Oweninny Bog is Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 1 which is located immediately west / 
northwest of the proposed development site and was commissioned in 2019, while Oweninny Wind Farm 
Phase 2 has been consented further to the west. In addition, since 1992, Ireland’s first commercial wind 
farm, a 21-turbine development known as Bellacorick Wind Farm, which is owned and operated by 
Renewable Energy Ireland Limited, has been operating on the site. 

 

Description of Nature and Scale of Development 

Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 will consist of the following project components (these details are 
provisional and subject to review as part of the design and EIA processes: 

 

  Between 10 and 20 wind turbines (including tower sections, nacelle, hub, rotor blades) with an 

approximate capacity of 90 MW and a maximum blade tip height of 200 metres. The proposed 

turbine envelope and tip height will be confirmed as part of the design and EIA processes; 

 The development will also include: 

o Associated hardstandings at each turbine location; 

o New access roads and upgrading of existing access roads; 

o Upgrading of existing drainage system; 

o Borrow pits; 

o Grid connection 

o 110kV electricity substation; 

o Electrical and communication cables, linking the turbines to the proposed grid connection 
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point; 

o Related site works and ancillary works;  

 

Further information is provided in the enclosed Scoping Report, and a copy of the Project Information 
Brochure, which was recently provided to local residents as part of the ongoing public consultation process, 
is also enclosed.   

 

Legislative Context 

The wind farm will exceed the thresholds for completion of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), as 
detailed in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), Schedule 5, Part 2, Class 3(I), 
which is: 

“Installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms) with more than 5 
turbines or having a total output greater than 5 megawatts”. 

 

An EIA Report will be prepared in support of any future application for statutory consent. It is proposed that 
the following EIA guidelines will be followed during the preparation of the EIA Report: 

 Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2002); 
 Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact Statement, (EPA, 

2003); 
 Draft Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 

September 2015); 
 Draft Advice Notes on Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, September 2015); and 
 Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 

(EPA, August 2017). 
 

In addition to the Regulations and Guidelines above, the EIAR will be prepared with cognisance to the “Wind 
Energy Development Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2006)”, the proposed draft revisions to these 
guidelines (December 2013), the Preferred Draft Approach to these guidelines as announced by the 
Government in June 2017 and the “Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (December 
2019)”.  

A Screening for Appropriate Assessment and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will also be prepared. The 
purpose of the AA/NIS will be to inform the consenting authority in its undertaking of an ‘Appropriate 
Assessment’ of the proposal, as required under Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EC).  

Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 will be subject to the provisions of the Mayo County Development Plan 
(CDP) 2014-2020 which is due to be revised and updated.   The EIAR and all associated assessments will 
comply with the planning policies and objectives of the extant CDP at the time of submitting the planning 
application.  The current most relevant policies to this wind farm are: 
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Table 1 – Mayo County Development Plan 2014-2020 Policy Objectives 

CDP Policy 
Objective 

Description  

RE-01 It is an objective of the Council to implement the Renewable Energy Strategy for Co. Mayo 2011‐
2020 or any amendment to same. 

RE-02 It is an objective of the Council to identify at least one renewable energy hub in the County which 
will allow for the development of renewable energy devices and associated 
infrastructure/vessels/equipment and deployment of the same having regard to the needs of the 
industry while ensuring no adverse impact on the environment including Natura 2000 sites. 

RE‐03 It is an objective of the Council that proposals for wind farms shall demonstrate consistency with the 
Landscape Appraisal of County Mayo with reference to the four Principal Policy Areas shown on 
Map 3A Landscape Protection Policy Areas and the Landscape Sensitivity Matrix (Figure 3), and the 
Wind Energy – Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2006).  

EY‐01 It is an objective of the Council to support and facilitate the provision of a reliable energy supply in 
the County, with emphasis on increasing energy supplies derived from renewable resources whilst 
seeking to protect and maintain bio‐diversity, wildlife habitats, the landscape, nature conservation, 
and residential amenity. 

It is noted also that the Wind Energy Strategy, which forms part of the CDP, identifies the proposed location 
of Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 within an area designated as a ‘Tier 1 (Large Wind Farm)- …area for which 
the potential for large wind farms is greatest’. 

 

Legal Interest in Land 

Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd. is part of Bord na Móna plc which owns the lands on which the Oweninny 
Wind Farm Phase 3 is proposed. 

 

Class of Development 

The proposed development falls within the development thresholds specified in Class 1 ‘Energy 
Infrastructure’ of the Seventh Schedule of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, which 
states: 

An installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (a wind farm) with more than 25 
turbines or having a total output greater than 50 megawatts. 

It is anticipated that the proposed development will likely have an output of at least 50 Megawatts. 

 

Planning Authority 

The proposed development is located entirely within the functional boundaries of Mayo County Council. 

 

Statement as to Section 37(A) Criteria 

Section 37A(2) of the Planning Act provides that the following matters be taken into account in 
determining whether or not a development shall be regarded as SID: 

(a) the development would be of strategic economic or social importance to the State or the region 
in which it would be situate, 

(b) the development would contribute substantially to the fulfilment of any of the objectives in the 
National Planning Framework or in any regional spatial and economic strategy in force in respect 
of the area or areas in which it would be situate, 
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(c) the development would have a significant effect on the area of more than one planning authority. 

 

With regard to these three matters, we have considered the following: 

 

(a) the development would be of strategic economic or social importance to the State or the region in which 
it would be situate. 

The proposed wind farm, with an output of approximately 90 MW, will constitute a significant addition to 
Ireland’s renewable electricity supply, contributing towards Ireland’s target of an additional 8.2 gigawatts 
(GW) of onshore wind capacity to be added to the national grid by 2030 as set out in the Government’s 
Climate Action Plan 2019.  

Due to the scale of the proposal, the project is considered to be of strategic economic and social importance 
to the Region and the State. The capital investment required for a project of this scale, will represent a 
significant economic contribution to the region, including the provision of community development funding 
upon commissioning of the wind farm.  

 

(b) the development would contribute substantially to the fulfilment of any of the objectives in the National 
Planning Framework or in any regional spatial and economic strategy in force in respect of the area or areas 
in which it would be situate. 

The Government’s Project Ireland 2040 - National Planning Framework sets out the overarching policy and 
planning framework for the social, economic and cultural development of the country. The Plan covers a 
wide range of national policy objectives and National Strategic Outcomes (NSO) and in respect of the 
proposed development, sets out the following key objectives: 

 National Policy Objective 54 

Reduce our carbon footprint by integrating climate action into the planning system in support of 
national targets for climate policy mitigation and adaptation objectives, as well as targets for 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

 National Policy Objective 55 

Promote renewable energy use and generation at appropriate locations within the built and 
natural environment to meet national objectives towards achieving a low carbon economy by 
2050. 

The proposed development is in keeping with the above objectives in terms of developing a sustainable 
renewable energy resource which can replace fossil fuels and contribute to a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

The proposed development is also in keeping with the following objectives set out in the Regional Spatial & 
Economic Strategy (RSES) published by the Northern and Western Regional Assembly: 
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Table 2 – RSES Regional Policy Objectives (Wind & Renewables) 

 

Regional Policy 
Objective 

Description  

RPO 4.16 The NWRA shall co-ordinate the identification of potential renewable energy sites of scale in 
collaboration with Local Authorities and other stakeholders within 3 years of the adoption of the 
RSES. The identification of such sites (which may extend to include energy storage solutions) will 
be based on numerous site selection criteria including environmental matters, and potential grid 
connections 

RPO 4.17 To position the region to avail of the emerging global market in renewable energy by: 

 Stimulating the development and deployment of the most advantageous renewable 
energy systems 

 Supporting research and innovation 
 Encouraging skills development and transferability 
 Raising awareness and public understanding of renewable energy and encourage market 

opportunities for the renewable energy industry to promote the development and growth 
of renewable energy businesses 

 Encourage the development of the transmission and distribution grids to facilitate the 
development of renewable energy projects and the effective utilization of the energy 
generated from renewable sources having regard to the future potential of the region 
over the lifetime of the Strategy and beyond 

RP0 4.18 Support the development of secure, reliable, and safe supplies of renewable energy, to maximise 
their value, maintain the inward investment, support indigenous industry and create jobs 

RPO 4.19 Support the appropriate development of offshore wind energy production through the adequate 
provision of land-based infrastructure and services, in line with national policy and in a manner that 
is compatible with environmental, ecological and landscape considerations 

 

 

(c) the development would have a significant effect on the area of more than one planning authority. 

The site is located entirely within the administrative area of Mayo County Council. The county boundary of 
Sligo is approximately 27 km to the east, Galway is approximately 65km to the south and Roscommon is 
approximately 65 km to the south east. 

A number of options will be considered in relation to turbine delivery routes, and these will be assessed by 
the project team as part of the EIA process. 

The current proposed grid connection is also located within the functional boundaries of Mayo County 
Council. 

Based on the preliminary turbine layouts under consideration, it is not considered likely that there will be 
any significant landscape or visual impacts experienced from any of the neighbouring counties. 
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Conclusion 

Based on the information provided herein, we are seeking to initiate the consultation process with the An 
Bord Pleanála with a view to determining whether the Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 is a Strategic 
Infrastructure Development. The applicant and the project team, led by TOBIN Consulting Engineers, are 
available to meet with the Board and to present the details of the project at your earliest possible 
convenience. 

An Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) for the statutory fee of €4,500 for this pre-application consultation has 
been arranged between Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd. and An Bord Pleanála. Should there be any query in 
relation to the cheque/EFT, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. We understand that this 
matter will not be progressed until payment has been confirmed. 

 

We look forward to your response in due course. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_________________________________________ 

Brian Gallagher 

for TOBIN Consulting Engineers (Agent) 

 

encl: Scoping Report 

 Project Information Brochure  
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Our Ref: 10889-04-04 7th February 2022 

Your Ref:  

 

The Secretary, 

An Bord Pleanála, 

64 Marlborough Street, 
Dublin 1 

D01 V902 
 

Re: Proposed Development of Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 at Bellacorick, Co. Mayo. 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

On behalf of our client Bord na Móna Powergen Ltd., TOBIN Consulting Engineers wish to thank you for 
arranging the Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) pre-application consultation meetings of 28th 
April 2021 and 11th November 2021 in respect of the proposed wind farm development known as 
‘Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3’.  

We would like to close the pre-application consultation with An Bord Pleanála in respect of the proposed 
wind farm development. We have set out below the Applicant’s view on how the proposed development 
meets the criteria of Strategic Infrastructure Development. 

Statement on Criteria in the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) Seventh Schedule 

Given that the proposed wind farm has an output of approximately 90 MW, the Applicant considers the 
proposed development to fall within the development thresholds specified in Class 1 ‘Energy 
Infrastructure’ of the Seventh Schedule of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, which 
states: 

An installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (a wind farm) with  more 
than 25 turbines or having a total output greater than 50 megawatts. 

 

Statement as to Section 37(A) Criteria 

Section 37A (2) of the Planning Act provides that the following matters be taken into account in determining 
whether or not a development shall be regarded as Strategic Infrastructure Development: 
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(a) the development would be of strategic economic or social importance to the State or the region in 
which it would be situate, 

(b) the development would contribute substantially to the fulfilment of any of the objectives in the 
National Planning Framework or in any regional spatial and economic strategy in force in respect of 
the area or areas in which it would be situate, 

(c) the development would have a significant effect on the area of more than one planning authority. 

 

With regard to these criteria, the Applicant considers the proposed development to meet the criteria of 
items (a) and (b) above as follows: 

 

(a) the development would be of strategic economic or social importance to the State or the region in which 
it would be situate. 

The proposed wind farm, with an output of approximately 90 MW, will constitute a significant addition to 
Ireland’s renewable electricity supply, contributing towards Ireland’s onshore wind capacity target in the 
Government’s Climate Action Plan 2021.  

Due to the scale of the proposal, the project is considered to be of strategic economic and social importance 
to the Region and the State. The capital investment required for a project of this scale, will represent a 
significant economic contribution to the region, including the provision of community development funding 
upon commissioning of the wind farm.  

 

(b) the development would contribute substantially to the fulfilment of any of the objectives in the National 
Planning Framework or in any regional spatial and economic strategy in force in respect of the area or areas 
in which it would be situate. 

The Government’s Project Ireland 2040 - National Planning Framework sets out the overarching policy and 
planning framework for the social, economic and cultural development of the country. The Plan covers a 
wide range of national policy objectives and National Strategic Outcomes (NSO) and in respect of the 
proposed development, sets out the following key objectives: 

 National Policy Objective 54 

Reduce our carbon footprint by integrating climate action into the planning system in support of 
national targets for climate policy mitigation and adaptation objectives, as well as targets for 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

 National Policy Objective 55 

Promote renewable energy use and generation at appropriate locations within the built and 
natural environment to meet national objectives towards achieving a low carbon economy by 
2050. 

The proposed development is in keeping with the above objectives in terms of developing a sustainable 
renewable energy resource which can replace fossil fuels and contribute to a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

We now request a determination on whether the proposed Oweninny Wind Farm Phase 3 is a Strategic 
Infrastructure Development, and confirmation that an application can be made to An Bord Pleanála 
under Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.  
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We look forward to your response in due course. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_________________________________________ 

Brian Gallagher 

for TOBIN Consulting Engineers (Agent) 














